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Advice Sheet for the ‘Scribe and Slice’ writing Technique

Who is this for?
The Scribe and Slice writing technique can be used with pupils of any age who experience the following difficulties:
· Memory – some children find it difficult to ‘hold’ a sentence in their head whilst also thinking about spelling, letter formation and punctuation as it overloads their working memory.
· Spelling  difficulties
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sequencing/sentence building difficulties .
·  Independent working skills
· Letter formation
· Poor verbal sentence structure/grammar
N.B. Pupils  will need to have prior experience and an understanding of the subject matter they are writing about through practical activities, teaching of key vocabulary etc. before attempting this approach  (other ATS advice sheets are available to support this. Please ask your Advisory Teacher for more information). 
What you will need:
· A strip of paper
· Pen/pencil.
· Scissors
· The pupil’s exercise book/paper to write on.
What to do:
· Ask the pupil to dictate their sentence to an adult. The adult should scribe the sentence on to the strip of paper, modelling correct sentence structure if errors have been made by the pupil.
· Ask the pupil to cut the strip of paper into individual words.
· The adult should place the individual words in random order on the desk and ask the pupil to reorder the words to form their sentence correctly.
· Ask the pupil to read the sentence again to check it makes sense and to support their memory.
· Leaving the word cards in the sentence order, the  adult should turn over any words they feel the pupil can spell independently, leaving the other words upturned. 
· Ask the pupil to write the sentence into their book. If they struggle with any of the overturned words, they are allowed to look but limit the number of cards they can turn over to avoid over-reliance on copying. The adult should move away from the pupil at this point to encourage independent working skills.

Adaptations
This is a very flexible approach and adjustments can be made to meet the needs of individual pupils. Here are some suggestions about how this can be done:
· Some pupils may stick their sentences in as a first stage and gradually be expected to write some of the words.
· After the pupil has cut the sentence up, ask them to read it correctly again, before swapping the words around, taking some away etc. Ask  them to read it one more time before it is written in the book.
· Use this approach as part of a reading session for the pupil to talk about a part of a simple story and then use their ‘sentence’ as a prompt for simple pieces of emergent writing.
· Try increasing the number of sentences the pupil is writing gradually over time. Using different coloured paper  for each sentence may help to avoid confusion.
· Use visuals to accompany the words to help support understanding and independent reading if appropriate for the pupil.
· After the child has dictated the sentence and the adult  has written it down, model the sentence back to the pupil pointing to each word as it is read and then ask them to repeat it back before they cut it up. 
Further Information 
A visual demonstration of the technique is available on the Gloucestershire County Council YouTube channel   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYrm2ArgsNRy4kKHf9aPsPQ 
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