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Advisory Teaching Service
Advice Sheet for Developing Reading Skills

These strategies should be used following consultation with an Advisory Teacher – Further advice is available to settings on request.
Areas of Difficulty
	· Delayed phonological awareness
	· Poor reading accuracy, fluency or speed

	· Lack of awareness of rime and rhyming 
	· Visual stress and discrimination difficulties

	· Poor working,  visual or auditory memory 
	


	Delayed Phonological Awareness


	Strategies
	Resources

	Use a multi-sensory approach – hearing, seeing, doing, saying simultaneously 
e.g. 
· writing in sand or foam

· art and craft activities

· sky writing

· tracing 

· use of interactive whiteboard

· writing with eyes closed
Consistent and regular use of an appropriate reading intervention or strategy e.g. precision teaching /  phonic resource / structured reading programme 

Practise oral blending and segmenting

e.g:

“Robot speak”

Play “I hear with my little ear a word that sounds like:  c…a…t

Use precision teaching to monitor progress *

Use a whole word approach (Visual Reading)* to supplement phonics teaching
Find and recognise words in context to generalise word reading

Use Paired Reading or Repeated Reading strategies

Activities from Phase One Letters and Sounds.

	Sound Foundations Dancing Bears Series
Letters and Sounds programme
Read Write Inc. Ruth Miskin Phonics 
“Fresh Start Programme” (suitable for Primary and up to Y7 and Y8) Ruth Miskin Phonics
Phonological Awareness Training (P.A.T)
Acceleread/ Accelewrite

Toe by Toe/Hornet

Phoneme mats

Visual Reading - Match/select name approach *

Precision Teaching *
Stile Phonics and Stile Reading

Reading recovery 

Reading 1-1 *

Clicker 7 Phonics

Clicker Books

“Stepping Stones” Phonic based reading intervention

Phonic Books: for example:.
Dandelion Readers (age 4-7)

Catch –up readers (ages 8-14+) High interest: low reading age (also has games which link to each level)
TRUGS- Teach Reading using Games (card games – good for all ages inc. secondary)

BR@PS Boosting Reading @ Primary School

BR@SS Boosting reading @ Secondary School

(10 week intervention)

Dyslexikit: targets skills to support SpLD
“I hear with my little ear” LDA publication

	Delayed Phonological Awareness- continued

	Strategies
	Resources


	Use Apps and Online resources and games
Access Audio Books (many of these can be accessed FREE online for children and young people with learning difficulties
	Apps and Online resources:

ABC Phonics Word Family App

ABC Pocket Phonics App

Special Words App 

Phonics Genius App

DSE Reading Bundle for IPad

Teach your Monster to Read Apps (and online activities)

Mr Thorne has created Apps for Phonics, Reading comprehension and Grammar. http://mrthorne.com/apps/ipad-apps/
“Reading Eggs” online resources 
“Phonics Bug”: (Bug Club)

“Nessy Reading”
Mr Thorne: Youtube videos are helpful for demonstrating pure sounds

The Claro Scanpen app: this takes photo’s of text and will read this back to you on a phone or tablet 

Read& Write Gold  (and Ireadwrite app)


	Lack of awareness of rime and rhyming



	Strategies
	Resources

	Raise awareness of rime and rhyming 

On-set and rime lessens the memory load for reading and can be a useful strategy for decoding longer multisyllabic words by focussing on each syllable separately. 

Card or dice games provide a fun opportunity for reinforcement
	Listen to and learn rhymes and songs

Play rhyming games such as snap, bingo, lotto, pelmanism
Phonological Awareness Training (P.A.T)
Paired Reading *

Word lists/wall lists

Multi-sensory letters

Collect pairs of rhyming objects/pictures

Stories containing obvious rhymes e.g. ‘Oi Frog’ by Kes Gray




	Poor memory skills


	Strategies
	Resources

	Frequent opportunities for overlearning 
Learning strategy of listen, think, repeat, rehearse

Grouping items/categorisation

Consistent and regular use of an appropriate reading intervention or strategy e.g. visual reading, precision teaching or phonic resource 
Limit new vocabulary and introduce alongside established 
Encourage visualisation of what has been read

Provide visual representations to support text

Analyse the shape of the word
	Memory skills handouts *
Auditory Memory Skills LDA
Listening Skills - Sandy Rickerby

Visual Memory Skills Katie Hill
Memory games e.g. Kim’s Game, I went Shopping.., Café role play, name that tune etc

Daily reading interventions as above
Pre-Teach text


	Poor reading accuracy, fluency and speed


	Strategies
	Resources

	Ensure that the reading age and interest level are appropriate. 

The text should allow the child to read with at least 75% accuracy 

Read 3 times- once to decode, once to consolidate and once for meaning

Practise oral blending (Letters and Sounds Phase One Aspect 7)

Develop knowledge of high frequency words

Develop phonic strategies

Paired Reading/ Repeated Reading approaches

Encourage ability to split words up – look for smaller words and familiar letter patterns

Look for common beginnings and endings of words

Practise letter and word tracking activities and encourage use of a line guide

Cloze procedure

	Advice on Reading Fluency*

Rapid Reading

Floppy Phonics
Songbird Phonics

Collins “Big cat”
Rigby Star

High interest/low reading age materials e.g. Project X ,Project X Code, Skyway, 

Ann Arbor Tracking for High Frequency Words and Letter Tracking

Play scripts which allow for re-reading with a purpose.

Paired Reading *

Provide access to a Scanner Pen/ Reading Pen
Use Precision Teaching Strategies


	Visual difficulties



	Strategies
	Resources

	Ensure that vision has been checked
Ensure that glasses are worn- if required

Consider print size, line and character spacing and provide uncluttered handouts
Consider lighting

Provide short breaks

Use finger to support visual tracking of text left to right.

Explore use of coloured filters: coloured overlays, reading rulers, which will isolate single line/small chunk of text

Visual tracking / discrimination exercises:

-Present a few lines of repeated letters/words- student to scan across and circle/highlight all the ‘d’s or all the ‘like’s. 

Start with a single line, build up as appropriate. 

(A page in a comic or magazine could also be used for this activity)
-
Mazes: trace between the grid lines with a pen/pencil/felt pen
Complete dot to dot pictures

Trace pictures or trace over letters/words

Write/type clearly on the board and increase test size. Use different colours for alternate lines of text with double/triple spacing in between, to make it easier for pupils to follow. NB. This can be also be used with any worksheets and individual copies of text.
Teach and support students to adjust settings to preferences when using a tablet or laptop in school or at home eg. background colour, font style, size & colour, spacing
	www.eyecanlearn.co.uk
Ann Arbor tracking activities

Visual Perception Skills

Coloured overlays
IWB background colour (cream may be appropriate)

Coloured paper and pens

Reading windows and rulers
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My Study Bar is a suite of portable Windows freeware applications to support learners with literacy difficulties, run from a USB stick or desktop 

Features include:

T-Bar to customise background colours

Vu-Bar- onscreen ruler to read single lines of text

Text features such as bolding and using bullet points can help organise information and make important sections stand out.

Take care to check the font used when preparing resources: Consider downloading fonts aimed at supporting children with SpLD 


The publication: “Why Children Can’t Read” (Diane McGuiness) provides excellent advice which relates to teaching phonological awareness and reading skills. In particular chapter 10 provides information about the succession of skills and activities to help explore voiced and unvoiced sounds within our system.
*Advisory Teaching Service advice sheets available


